Surgical treatment of persistent exit-site infections.
Persistent exit-site infections and tunnel infections (ESI/TI) are a cause for removal of Swan neck catheters (SNC). Previous studies report variable success in the treatment of these infections by surgical exposure and removal of the subcutaneous external cuff. We report our experience with this technique. All 5 patients with persistent ESI/TI were successfully treated with antibiotics and surgical intervention. All cultures grew Staphylococcus aureus. Average time to complete healing after surgical exposure was 39.4 days. Mean follow-up after complete healing was 164.8 days. There were no subsequent episodes of ESI/TI in these patients. None of the catheters subsequently malfunctioned or developed leaks. Persistent ESI/TI in Swan neck catheters can be successfully treated with surgical exposure and removal of the subcutaneous external cuff.